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Candidates are required to give their answers in their own words

as far as practicable.
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[English Version]
The figures in the margin indicate full marks.

Group - A

1. Answer the following questions : 1×15

(a) Mention any one tool used by men in the New Stone Age.

(b) Mention the name of one literary source in reconstructing ancient Indian history.

(c) Write the name of one discoverer of the Harappan civilization.

(d) What is the name of the oldest religious book of the Aryans?

(e) Mention the name of a coin used by the Vedic people.

(f) Who was the first powerful ruler of the Magadhan empire?

(g) Name the last king of the Nanda dynasty.

(h) Which emperor was known as ‘Amitraghata’?

(i) In which year did Alexander invade India?

(j) Mention the name of any one branch of Jainism.
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(k) Where did Gautama Buddha attain Nirvana?

(l) Which region of India saw the rise of Satavahana dynasty?

(m) Which famous style of art developed during the reign of Kaniska?

(n) Which natural phenomenon discovered in the First century A.D. helped the Indo-Roman maritime
trade?

(o) Write the name of one epic work of Sangam literature.

Group - B

2. Answer any four questions : 5×4

(a) Write a note on the Neolithic Age in India.

(b) Determine the importance of archaeological sources in ancient Indian history.

(c) Write briefly on the caste system in the Vedic age.

(d) What is ‘Dhamma’?

(e) Discuss the reasons of Alexander’s victory in India.

(f) Point out the main differences between Buddhism and Jainism.

(g) Describe in brief, the causes of the downfall of the Mauryan empire.

(h) Briefly discuss the achievements of Gautamiputra Satakarni as a ruler.

Group - C

3. Answer any three questions : 10×3

(a) Assess the importance of indigenous literary sources in the reconstruction of history of ancient
India.

(b) Discuss the salient features of Harappan civilization.

(c) Discuss the main features of economic life of the Rig-Vedic Aryans.

(d) How would you describe the rise of Buddhism?

(e) Elucidate on the main features of Mauryan administrative system.

(f) Describe the various achievements of Kushana emperor Kanishka.


